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Six Massage Questions You're Afraid to Ask
Get the Inside Scoop
Robert Chute 

Make sure all of your questions are answered so you can fully relax and enjoy your massage.

When you
touch someone
with intention,
you are saying:
I am here to
help you heal.
-Whitney Triplett
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Considering massage but have a few
concerns? Get your answers here!

I'm a bit uncomfortable taking all my
clothes off when I go for massage. Do I
have to be completely naked to receive
massage?
Some people go under the sheets
without a stitch on, others wear
underwear, and some people prefer to
wear shorts, sweatpants, or even their
regular street clothes. No, you don't
have to take off more clothes than you
are comfortable with to receive massage.
Talk to your therapist and he or she will
adapt to your needs. Be aware that
wearing more clothes can interfere with
the use of certain techniques, but there's
no reason you can't enjoy receiving

massage in casual clothes. Therapists
won't be able to use lotion and may be
unable to work as deeply, but they can
adapt to your comfort level and still
deliver a satisfying massage experience.

People who are self-conscious about
their bodies might get massage more
often, and with less apprehension, if
they had the added underwear barrier.

For some, it creates a psychological
boundary that allows them to more fully
relax during the massage, and that's
okay, too. Rest assured, massage
therapists work with all kinds of bodies,
from the very young to the very old and
all shapes and sizes in between. Massage
therapists are a very caring and giving
group. To be successful at what they do,
they have to be. Your therapist strives to
strike a balance between engaging with
you as the complex individual you are, as
well as seeing your body and all its
unique qualities from a clinical
perspective. Bodywork is about the
careful application of techniques to
muscles, ligaments, and connective
tissue as a means to enhance your whole
being; it's not about judgment.

I'd like get massages more often, but I
can't afford it. Do I talk to my massage
therapist about this?
Yes, talk to your massage therapist. Your
practitioner may have a client loyalty or
frequent-buyer program in place to
bring down the total cost of massage, or
a time-pay option to spread out the cost.



A deeply relaxing experience, massage contributes to your overall health and wellness. 
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Many therapists take credit cards, and
some will take postdated checks or a
series of postdated checks to work out a
payment plan. Some therapists have a
sliding scale of fees depending on
annual income and financial hardship,
or they may accept coupons from
bartering networks.

If you have some flexibility with your
schedule, ask your therapist if she/he
does a standby list. Your therapist might
consider a discount fee if you can pop in
for a last-minute appointment and fill a
late cancellation.

You may also want to check with your
employer or insurance carrier to see if
you might be covered for massage
therapy.

If you love massage and communicate to
your therapist how much you value it,
you might be able to work out an
arrangement that's fair to all parties.

I'm never sure about gratuities for
massage services. What should I tip?
Massage therapists working in spas don't
usually receive the full fee charged for
their services. They work on a
percentage split with the spa owner or
receive a salary. If you are visiting a spa,
tipping is common (15-20 percent) and
therapists may depend on tips for their
income, just as restaurant servers do.

Your solo practitioner will likely
appreciate tips as well, although not all
massage settings accept tips (a doctor's
office with a practitioner who offers
massage, for example). Bottom line is, if
you feel like tipping, offer. If you don't
feel tipping is appropriate, don't.

What should I do when I feel ticklish
on the massage table?
Some people are sensitive to particular
techniques, which make them feel
uncomfortable and want to giggle. If
that happens, your therapist may use a
broader stroke or deeper pressure so it
doesn't tickle. In the unlikely event
you're still way too ticklish with those
variations, the therapist can skip that
part of the body and concentrate on less
sensitive areas. It's your massage, so you
can dictate what works and what doesn't.
Be sure to tell your therapist beforehand
about any sensitive or particularly
ticklish areas of your body so he or she
can accommodate you more effectively.

Isn't it true that massage has to hurt to
do any good?
Massage does not have to hurt to help.
You can gain therapeutic benefits from
a relaxing massage, which doesn't hurt a
bit, or you can seek out more aggressive
treatment options, which can cause
some discomfort. Trigger point therapy
and friction are examples of techniques,
which are briefly uncomfortable, but
very helpful for many conditions. If you
don't want heavy pressure, say so.
Massage therapists want to help you. If
you're wincing under the pressure and
tightening up, that will work against the
goals of massage, which is to invite your
body to relax, reduce pain, increase
well-being, and have long, supple
muscles. Massage therapists aren't in the
torture business. Let your therapist
know what feels good and what doesn't.
Recognize that your needs and pain
threshold might change with each visit.

From the male client: What if I get an
erection during a massage?
It rarely occurs, but if it does, don't
panic. Sometimes as a result of your
nervous system going into relaxation
mode (or because of certain
medications) erections happen.
Therapists know that this is a
physiological reaction and will treat the
situation accordingly. Usually your
therapist will try to redirect your
attention with a shift in the focus of his
or her work, maybe by altering pressure
or moving to a different area of your
body. Your unintended erection, and
any embarrassment, will soon pass.

Any more unspoken questions for your
therapist? Ask. Your honesty will
strengthen your therapeutic bond with
your caregiver and let you deepen your
relaxation time and feeling of healing.
And that's what it's all about: You.



Channel your inner yoga instructor.

Pre-Session Yoga Moves for Calm
Mary Beth Braun 

The Scoop on Meditation
A Simple Practice with Profound Benefits
 

It&#239;&#191;&#189;s one of those
mornings. Your alarm
didn&#239;&#191;&#189;t go off and
you have an appointment in an hour.
How can you quickly collect and calm
yourself enough to be fully present for
the day ahead? Breath and yoga.

Breath
Take this time to center and calm
yourself. Start by channeling your yoga
instructor or massage therapist and
begin with breath (pranayama): inhaling
to the count of three and exhaling to the
count of six. Do this three times and
move on to do a few yoga poses (asanas).

Yoga
You remember a few basic yoga poses
from class, right? Try these two: simple
seated twist and standing half moon.

Simple Seated Twist
Continuing to use your breath, sit on
the floor in an easy, cross-legged pose
and begin simple seated twist. Raise the
crown of your head to the ceiling,

elongating your neck and spine. Inhale
and exhale, then twist to the left.
Exhaling, move through center, and
repeat on the right, continuing to inhale
and exhale.

Standing Half Moon, Bikram Style
From there, step your right foot
forward, followed by your left foot, and
slowly roll up one vertebrae at a time
until you are standing upright with your
feet firmly grounded into the earth.

Feeling your feet firmly grounded, raise
your hands overhead, taking the wrinkles
out of your neck and elongating your
spine. Inhale, exhale, and side bend to
the right. Once there, exhale and feel
your side body open up as you press
your foot into the earth to enhance the
stretch. Inhaling through center, exhale
and bend to the left. Return to your
center and take one more deep breath in
and out.

You feel better, right? Now, let go of
that harried morning and begin your

day fully present and centered.

Mary Beth Braun is a certified massage therapist
based in Indianapolis, Indiana.

People who meditate regularly appear
internally and externally five to 10 years
younger than their non-meditating
peers, according to author Deepak
Chopra. That's good news for the
estimated 10 million people who
practice meditation on an ongoing basis
and experience the resulting calm it
cultivates.

The rich benefits come from doing
something that looks like nothing:
Sitting still, being quiet, and breathing
deeply. Meditation works simply but
profoundly by defusing the onslaughts
of life - a racing mind, busyness,
deadlines, commutes, all of which have
physiological effects on well-being.
Meditation calms the nervous system,
decreases metabolic rate, heart rate, and
blood pressure, and lowers levels of
cholesterol, stress hormones, and free

radicals. It also has a direct effect on
breathing, slowing and deepening
respiration so more oxygen circulates
throughout the body. Not only that,
meditation is said to lessen feelings of
anxiety and depression and improve
memory and concentration. And all of
this culminates in slowing the aging
process, as Chopra notes.

There are many meditation techniques,
including focusing on a mantra, a sacred
word or phrase, or your breath.  But the
basic intent of all meditation is focus
and attention. And it doesn't take hours
a day in an ashram to meditate
effectively. Benefits kick in with even a
short period of devoted time.

How to begin? Wear comfortable,
unrestrictive clothes, sit on a cushion or
chair with your back straight (think once

again, comfort), rest your hands on
your legs, let your eyes go soft and out of
focus or close them, breathe slowly and
deeply, and - the hardest part - attempt
to empty your mind of thoughts and
quiet the internal dialogue. When
thoughts flit through your mind, let
them pass without judging them and
come back to your focus (your mantra,
counting, etc.) and breathing.

Start with this sitting meditation
technique for five minutes a day, and
add on time as you get more at ease with
the process. For more information on
techniques and benefits, check out
www.abc-of-meditation.com.



Anybody can
breathe. 
Therefore
anybody can
practice yoga.
-T.K.V. Desikachar

PMAB offers massage, yoga, meditation, energy work, and
more at our studio! We are here to support your whole body
health and wellness. Call us or visit online for more info!
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